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BRAIN HEALTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the tremendous 
work of the Center for Brain Health at 
the University of Texas at Dallas and 
its Brain Performance Institute. Not 
only do their programs and research 
benefit the public, they have a team 
that specifically focuses on serving Ac-
tive Duty servicemembers, veterans, 
military spouses, and caregivers. 

More than 2.5 million men and 
women have admirably worn the uni-
form to protect America’s freedom 
since 9/11. Sadly, nearly 20 percent of 
them come back from Iraq and Afghan-
istan with PTSD or major depression. 
More than 250,000 servicemembers have 
sustained a traumatic brain injury in 
the last decade. 

This ring that I wear is a sobering re-
minder that 22 servicemembers or vet-
erans commit suicide each and every 
day. Something has to be done to help 
these heroes battle their inner en-
emies, and that is where the Brain 
Health team comes in. 

The Brain Health team is dedicated 
to creating public and private partner-
ships to not only eliminate the stigma 
often associated with PTSD or TBI, but 
to improve treatment and access to 
that treatment. This team is essen-
tially retraining brains to build their 
resilience, regeneration, and reverse 
losses in mental capacity, giving these 
men and women the opportunity to 
overcome the trauma of war and pur-
sue a happy and healthy future. 

The Center for Brain Health and 
Brain Performance has provided sci-
entifically proven programs to more 
than 500 warriors in seven States, in-
cluding my home State of Texas. The 
institute’s service to our troops is out-
standing. They are the perfect example 
of America’s commitment to take care 
of our warriors and their families, and 
I am proud to recognize their good 
works. 

In God we trust. 
f 

THE 43 MURDERED MEXICAN 
STUDENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. VELA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. VELA. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
bring attention to the massacre of 43 
students in Mexico. 

Edmund Burke said: 
All that is necessary for the triumph of 

evil is that good men do nothing. 

On September 26, students from a 
teacher training college visited Iguala, 
Mexico, to participate in a protest. Ac-
cording to media reports, the students 
were arrested by police forces and 
handed over to a criminal gang. Their 
burned bodies have reportedly been 
found discarded in a river. 

As The Washington Post reported 
yesterday: 

The demand to find the students and pun-
ish those responsible for their disappearance 
has broadened into a more diverse fury about 
corrupt politicians and their drug-traf-
ficking cronies. 

Mexican prosecutors have formally 
charged former Iguala Mayor Jose Luis 
Abarca in the disappearance of the stu-
dents. Unfortunately, this is not an iso-
lated incident. In the last several 
months, three constituent families of 
mine have been touched by murder in 
northern Mexico. 

I again call on the United States 
State Department to ensure that the 
Mexican Government thoroughly inves-
tigates these atrocities and that those 
responsible be brought to justice and 
prosecuted to the fullest extent of the 
law. 

The crises of human smuggling, drug 
smuggling, and illegal migration do 
not begin or end at the border. Resolv-
ing these matters requires that we ad-
dress issues of economic development 
and cartel violence in Mexico and that 
we address the demand for narcotics in 
the United States, along with elimi-
nating the presence of cartels in an es-
timated 1,000 U.S. cities. 

The leaders of the State Department 
in Washington, D.C., need to under-
stand that this is one of the most 
pressing foreign policy issues con-
fronting our Nation. Otherwise, evil 
will indeed triumph. 

f 

INCREASE OF VIOLENT ATTACKS 
IN ISRAEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, a strong Israel means a strong 
United States, and a strong United 
States means a strong Israel. That is 
why I want to offer my condolences to 
the families of the Israelis murdered by 
Palestinian terrorists in Jerusalem 
yesterday. 

The increase in these attacks is a 
grim reminder of the need for the 
United States—now, more than ever— 
to stand side by side in support of 
Israel and its right to defend itself and 
her citizens. I condemn these terror at-
tacks, and I call on President Obama 
and leaders of other responsible na-
tions to do the same and to hold Abu 
Mazen and the Palestinian leadership 
accountable for these actions. 

We must recognize the importance of 
U.S.-Israel cooperation across a wide 
spectrum of areas, but particularly our 
cooperation on security and defense 
issues. 

In the past year, I have had the op-
portunity to not only see firsthand 
what our joint efforts have produced 
with the Iron Dome antimissile defense 
system, but also why this is such an 
important venture. Last August, I led a 
congressional delegation trip to Israel 
to discuss our bilateral relationship 
with Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
other top-ranking Israeli officials. The 

one thing that we heard repeatedly in 
almost every meeting was how thank-
ful the Israelis were for the United 
States Congress’ continued support for 
the Iron Dome and other defense mis-
sile systems and our belief in Israel’s 
need to maintain its qualitative mili-
tary edge over its enemies. 

Iron Dome has become known for its 
accuracy after its remarkable perform-
ance in 2012, especially in November of 
that year during Operation Pillar of 
Defense, when Hamas terrorists fired 
thousands of rockets indiscriminately 
into Israeli civilian populations. The 
sheer numbers were astounding, and 
the rate of success is a testament to 
the U.S.-Israeli cooperation. 

So when we arrived in Israel in Au-
gust of 2013, less than a year after Pil-
lar of Defense, one of the first things 
that Prime Minister Netanyahu said to 
us was: 

Thank you for Iron Dome. It truly saved 
countless innocent Israeli lives. 

We visited a deployed Iron Dome bat-
tery in northern Israel to see this re-
markable piece of technology. We also 
met the incredible young men and 
women of the Israeli Defense Forces 
who operate the Iron Dome batteries. 
It was impressive and inspiring to see 
how well these young people handled 
the weight of such an incredible bur-
den, but that is a testament to the 
Jewish people and to Israel. 

The next time I witnessed firsthand 
the importance of Iron Dome was just 
this past summer, Madam Speaker. We 
were in Israel and in Jordan to get a 
better understanding of the situation 
in the Middle East. We had arrived in 
the region about 2 weeks after the news 
that Hamas had kidnapped three 
Israeli teens, Eyal, Naftali, and Gilad. 
We were in Israel the day that the 
heart-wrenching news came out that 
the bodies of these three young boys 
had been found riddled with bullets in 
the territories. It was an incredible 
moment of sadness, of loss, of despair 
for the entire nation, and we grieved 
with them when we attended the fu-
neral of the three teenagers. 

But Israel had no time to grieve over 
its loss of these three because Hamas 
had been engaged in rocket attacks 
against Israel that began when the 
three boys were abducted and mur-
dered. Their intensity increased as the 
search began; and once Israel found the 
bodies, Hamas began firing rockets, 
hundreds of rockets into innocent 
Israeli civilian populations. 

Amid the constant barrage of rockets 
and the continual blares of warning si-
rens, Iron Dome once again proved its 
worth and importance. It successfully 
shot down rocket after rocket aimed at 
the Israeli people over the course of the 
latest operation called Protective 
Edge. 

The performance of Iron Dome, 
Madam Speaker, shows how great both 
Israeli and American technology and 
expertise are, and why it is vitally im-
portant that our two countries con-
tinue to work together on projects 
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such as Iron Dome, David’s Sling, 
Arrow, and many others. 

Congress recognizes this fact, and 
that is why we continue to fund these 
major projects in a bipartisan manner, 
because we understand the threats that 
Israel faces and we understand the im-
portance of Israel’s right to defend her-
self to ensure her continued existence. 

I authored and the House passed the 
U.S.-Israel Strategic Partnership Act, 
which bestows upon Israel a unique 
status as a major strategic ally of the 
United States, and I hope that one day 
soon we will be able to pass this bill 
again in the new Congress and send it 
to the President for his signature. 

f 

HONORING THE CONGRESSIONAL 
STAFF OF GEORGIA’S 12TH CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. BARROW) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BARROW of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I don’t know if this will be 
the last time I address this House, but 
I can think of no more appropriate sub-
ject for such an occasion than to honor 
those who have worked with me over 
the last 10 years serving the people of 
Georgia’s 12th Congressional District. 

Representing Georgia in the House of 
Representatives has been the honor of 
my life. I have met thousands of peo-
ple, both in Georgia and Washington, I 
will count as friends and colleagues for 
the rest of my life. 

But any Member of Congress can tell 
you that the key to a successful con-
gressional office is to gather the best 
and brightest people to serve the peo-
ple we represent. I am honored to have 
served with a staff who are known on 
Capitol Hill as among the hardest 
working and most effective. 

My staff has worked under some very 
difficult circumstances, facing what 
many called insurmountable odds, and 
put in long hours to make sure the peo-
ple of Georgia’s 12th District had rep-
resentation like they had never seen 
before. Thanks from this Congressman 
will never be enough, but my success in 
this position is because of their dedica-
tion to this office. 

I would like to recognize the staff, 
some of whom have left, but many of 
whom are here until the end, who have 
made all this possible. 

My chief of staff, Ashley Jones, has 
been the foundation of this operation. 
Ashley has been my most trusted ad-
viser and assembled a team that has 
delivered such outstanding results over 
the last 10 years. Her loyalty, counsel, 
and friendship have meant the world to 
me, and she has been an invaluable 
asset to the 12th District. 

Lynthia Ross Owens has served as my 
district director. Lynthia has been the 
most respected member of my staff in 
the district. For years, she has been 
my eyes and ears in Georgia when the 
congressional schedule has taken me 
away from the district. 

Hill Thomas is by far the most 
knowledgeable legislative director on 

Capitol Hill. He has counseled me 
through numerous legislative wins and 
milestones in our time together, and 
folks in the 12th District know Hill as 
a tireless advocate on their behalf, and 
his service to them will never be for-
gotten. 

These three are the foundation of one 
of the best staffs on Capitol Hill, but 
the rest of the 12th District staff de-
serves recognition, too. 

My communications director for the 
last 3 years, Richard Carbo; Jonathan 
Arogeti, my senior legislative assist-
ant; Jessie Andrews, our senior legisla-
tive correspondent and scheduler; 
Vanna Cure, who has served in the dis-
trict and in Washington on a number of 
initiatives in our office; Asa Porter, 
our legislative correspondent; 
Francesca Amodeo, our staff assistant 
and intern; Demetrius McCoy, a dedi-
cated advocate in the district on behalf 
of our veterans; Beverly Kay 
Herrington, who is dedicated to helping 
folks in the district get the benefits 
they are owed from the Federal Gov-
ernment; Troy Windham, who helped 
introduce us to many folks in the new-
est portions of the district and helped 
deal with the VA during a difficult 
time; Matthew Kleinsorge, a veteran 
himself and a loyal staffer to this dis-
trict who has been my eyes and ears on 
all issues for veterans. 

I would also like to thank those 
former staffers who have served over 
the years. They may have left the Bar-
row team, but they never went very 
far: Roman Levit, Brandon Webb, Pey-
ton Bell, Jane Brodsky, Kristin 
Fulford, Luke Moses, Wes Devetger, 
Lauren Perry, Harper Lawson, Will 
Rooks, Aaron Schmidt, Mike Goodman, 
Chris Schepis, Chris Cashman, Doug 
Moore, Bennett Golder, Meredith Wise, 
Anne Scheer, Tharon Johnson, 
Vernisha Davis, Brandi Hebron, Kristie 
Gregory, Najhee Jackson, Kathryn 
Hyler, Anne Watson, Reggie 
Castleberry, Mike Little, Charles 
Renwick, David Bell, Adam Toledano, 
and Yvonne Davis. 

Madam Speaker, it has been the 
honor of my life to have served along-
side this team, and for all their hard 
work and dedication to me and to the 
people of Georgia’s 12th District, I say 
thank you. 

f 

b 1030 

SURVIVORS VICTORY DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, last 
month, in October, I had a young lady, 
Jessica Huber, and her father come to 
my Round Rock office and tell me a 
great story of survival. 

I am introducing legislation on be-
half of this 13-year-old, Jessica Huber 
of Leander, Texas, and all who have 
shown the real meaning of survival, 
and we have great examples every day 
in our armed services—who are serving 

in harm’s way on our behalf—of their 
strong heart of survival. 

In Jessica’s case, on November 19, 
2002, Jessica was nearly killed after her 
mother, while under the influence of 
prescription drugs and illegal drugs, 
ran a red light and crashed. Jessica’s 
father experienced a parent’s worst 
nightmare when doctors had given up 
hope that she would survive. 

But those doctors didn’t know Jes-
sica. 

Like all Texans, she didn’t just give 
up. She underwent multiple blood 
transfusions and surgeries, and she en-
dured painful rehab. There were many 
dark days for this brave young woman. 

Despite the extraordinary odds 
against her—and all said the odds were 
against her—I am glad to report that 
Jessica is living a happy, healthy, and 
productive life in my district. Jessica’s 
journey reminds us all of the indomi-
table nature of the human spirit and of 
our basic desires to persevere in the 
face of seemingly insurmountable odds 
and challenges. 

My legislation recognizes November 
19 as Survivors Victory Day and en-
courages all to honor the thousands 
who have been victims and, more im-
portantly, survivors of traumatic 
crimes, illnesses, and misfortunes. I 
call on my colleagues to celebrate this 
survival and to support this important 
bill. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 33 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Living God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

As we meditate on all the blessings of 
life, we especially pray for the blessing 
of peace in our lives and in our world. 
Our fervent prayer, O God, is that peo-
ple will learn to live together in rec-
onciliation and respect so that the ter-
rors of war and of dictatorial abuse will 
be no more. 

Bless all the peacemakers of our 
world. May Your eternal spirit be with 
them and with us always. 

May Your special blessings be upon 
the Members of this assembly in the 
important, sometimes difficult work 
they are given to do. Give them wis-
dom and charity that they might work 
together for the common good. 
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